Bio: Morgan Geer

Wearing a white bespangled jumpsuit his mother made for him, Morgan Geer won a 4th grade talent show singing “Hound
Dog”. For the rest of the school year he was threatened with violence by oldies loving thugs if he didn’t “sing Elvis”. That was
Morgan’s introduction to the music industry.

His mother is musician / poet / painter, Bebe Kern. When he was growing up she was part of a collective that called themselves
the "Asheville 1000". They went to bluegrass festivals, folk clubs, and drank beer in backyards across town watching their friends
jam. One of these friends let Morgan sit in with his rockabilly group, Johnny & The Jokers. Geer was 14 and playing guitar on
stage with a band for the first time.

The Merle was Morgan Geer’s first band that played original music. Formed at Warren Wilson College in the ‘90s, inspired by
The Melvins, MC5 and The Meters, they were heavy, hilarious, and frightening. Shows at the campus coffee house were
punctuated with theatrical nun-chuck displays and farm equipment demolition. After graduation, the band moved to Asheville and
toured up and down the East Coast. Not commercially ambitious, they mostly stuck around Appalachia where they were near the
center of gravity for a blossoming counter-culture community.

Geer was a key element at the dawn of Asheville’s current country music renaissance too, playing guitar and singing in the
brooding country band, Unholy Trio. He and bass player David Wayne Gay (Freakwater, Reigning Sound, Krektones) started the
group with Lance Wille (Reigning Sound, Krektones) on drums. Bloodshot Records debuted their single and video of Public
Enemy’s “Bring the Noise" at SXSW, prompting Robert Christgau to call it one of the greatest cover songs of all time in Esquire

magazine.

After a chance conversation in Northern California with Tom Waits about the music of the church, Morgan took off for Portland,
OR to play for bikers at the Queen of Hearts Tavern on Sunday mornings. That’s about when the name “Drunken Prayer” was born.

The newest Drunken Prayer record, Thy Burdens, is an homage to the fiery music of the church. Partnering with Drive-By
Truckers” Bobby Matt Patton, the pair recorded this album in Asheville and North Mississippi with some of their friends from
Appalachia and the Delta including members of MJ Lenderman & the Wind, Band of Heathens, Jimbo Mathis group and
Wednesday.

In 2026 The Deslondes from New Orleans included Geer’s “Cordelia” on their covers album of influential songs. Alongside like
minded artists as Johnny Cash, Swamp Dogg, and Clifton Chenier, Glide Magazine says " That song alone justifies this album’s
existence.”

Morgan Geer has since recorded and toured with some of the cornerstones of modern Americana music, and Drunken Prayer is
a stalwart of the burgeoning music scene in Asheville.

Morgan went to high school at C.D. Owen in Black Mountain and graduated from Warren Wilson College in Swannanoa, NC. He
lives with his wife and son just west of downtown Asheville, NC.



